     Written for the “New” Tiger Rag for the 1957 “50 year” reunion in May of 2007

This 1941 picture brings back a vast array of memories for me. I am reminded of our own 1957 Student Council picture, which you recently reran in the Malakoff News. After some 40 years of teaching in high school and working with high school students in various activities, I can tell you that I was not much of a president. At this time I would like to express my long overdue thanks to my fellow council members, especially Judy and Henry, who were the real force behind anything that was ever accomplished. Even though most of the faculty sponsors are now departed, I apologize for any headaches that I may have caused you, especially to you, Bob Farmer. The only thing that I ever helped organize turned out to be a bust. We set up committees to have a school dance at the Armory in Athens. There were detailed plans made and persons assigned to carry out each task. It was a beautiful job of delegating and planning. It was to be Malakoff 1st Prom, but it would never happen. On the way out of the meeting, someone invited Mr. Starkey to the dance and before the bell stopped ringing to go back to class, I was in his office. What was I thinking? A dance for Malakoff in 1957, are you kidding? Well, Mr. Starkey let me know in no uncertain terms that it could not happen. Being the well-behaved students that we all were, we never even thought about any sort of protest, or at least I didn’t. That was the end to only clear plan I ever tried to organize. 
     The 1957 headline read and this is summarized: “The Malakoff High School took another step forward recently in the organization of a student council. The new organization has been perfected and has already been set into action. Elected to the council, which is the first organization of its kind ever promoted in the Malakoff schools, in addition to President Henderson, were as follows; Freshmen: Jerry Andrews and Tommy Joe Wallace. Sophomores: Deanna Poole and Glen Conditt. Juniors: Ellen Rogers and Delores McClain. Seniors: Judy Farmer and Henry Allen. At the first meeting of the council, Miss Farmer was chosen vice-president and Misses Rogers and McLain were name secretary-treasurer and reporter, respectively. The faculty advisors to the council are, Principal H.G. Larkin, Coach Bob Farmer and Mrs. William Cartilage.”
     The following week the Malakoff News received a letter from Mrs. Oleta (Thomas) Foster stating that we were not the first Student Council, but that the 1941 Student Council was the first. In her letter she said, “Our president, too was chosen by popular vote of the student body. The qualifications and aims were almost identical, only the names and dates were changed.” Oleta said, “We wish to extend our very best wishes to the energetic group of today. Each of us hopes this student council will continue to flourish where ours failed in the years after our time. Good luck to the whole student body for its continued success. Your paper has been my best source for my scrapbook since 1938.” 

     I also want to salute one of my favorite Malakoff people, Raymond Reese, the real First Student Council President of Malakoff High School. May the bond of friendship never be broken and the true spirit of Malakoff graduates never be shaken. To the other members of the 1st Student Council and all who have served since, thank you and may God bless you and your service. 
Don Henderson; class of 1957
